IP it be true what S. H. Goodnight says in his University of
Wisconsin study on German Literature in American Magazines
Prior to 1846 (1907), that America owes more to the cultural
association with Germanic civilization than it does to any other
except that of the mother country, then a study of the impact of
Goethe, perhaps the greatest Germanic mind of all times, upon
American criticism and thought should be eminently worth
while. But it must also be clear at the outset that the intro-
duction of the products of a great mind like Goethe's into an
environment as alien to it as was early federal America, was
bound to be attended with difficulties and misconceptions.
When Goethe was beginning to establish his reputation as an
international figure in the world of letters with Gotz von Ber-
lichingen and Die Leiden des jungen Werthers between 1771 and
1774, that is, on the very eve of the American Revolution, the
American colonies, deeply engrossed in political matters, were
hardly disposed to pay much heed to a young German writer
who was just winning his spurs, or to his contemporaries* No
evidence has yet come to light to refute this statement. But so far
as early American, and also British, knowledge of German books
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